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In Exotic Betting, the horseplayer takes a colorful wagering ride by learning to maximize profits by

betting on a multitude of exotic wagers including the daily double, exacta, trifecta, quinella,

superfecta, pick 3, 4, and 6.
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Written on a narrow topic and advertised as dealing solely with bet structuring (as opposed to

selection), I expected the book to emphasize and detail strategies for maximizing potential return at

appropriate levels of risk through the use of exotic wagering - the key principles of a disciplined and

winning approach to the races. Simply put, I wanted to know when to add that extra horse to a

trifecta ticket or when it made financial sense to leave off a vulnerable favorite in a leg of the Pick 4.

In contrast, however, Exotic Betting is styled more as an introduction to exotic bet structuring for the

beginner, and could be described as simply an extended and more in-depth version of a pamphlet

handed out a track explaining simple horizontal and vertical strategies. This is, by no means,

intended as an insult to the book or to Crist, and is more a warning to the veteran/professional

player looking for advanced treatment of the subject. Indeed, the book is geared more toward the

reader of Handicapping 101(which, incidentally, is a great introductory book) who routinely boxes

trifectas and three-horse exactas than the reader looking to apply the principles of Fooled by

Randomness or a hearty statistics tome to their wagering.At its core, Exotic Betting contains a

discussion of the basic strategies for both vertical (exacta, trifecta, and superfecta) and horizontal

(daily double, pick three, pick four, and pick six) wagers. For the most part, the strategies are sound



and provide a good, launching pad for deeper thinking about the exotics. In particular, Crist

mentions the single, most important piece of advice for the exotics bettor: Exotics can not be used

as a means to profit from an overall lack of clarity.
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